
Prehistoric Cave Painting 
 

What is cave art? 
 
Cave art is a kind of art painted or carved onto cave walls 
between 30 000 and 10 000 years ago in the Palaeolithic 
period. Animals like bison, horses, and deer are often 
depicted, as well as human 
hands and abstract shapes. 
 
The most famous cave art is 
at Lascaux in France, over 
600 paintings and 1500 
engravings which were found 
by four boys walking their 
dog. There is also cave art of 
animals at Creswell Crags in 
Derbyshire, carved about 13 
000 years ago. 
 
 
What did they use for paint and brushes? 
 
Some cave art is engraved with sharp tools, like at Creswell 
Crags. Other cave art is painted with pigments like charcoal 
and ochre. They used their fingers as well as tools like twigs, 
moss, and horsehair to apply the paint on the walls. 
Sometimes they also blew paint through bone tubes or 
reeds, using their hands like stencils. 

Painting of hands made 
around 10 000 years ago in 
Argentina © UNESCO 
 



Why did people paint in caves? 
 
Cave painting looks really cool, but it might have had other 
uses. People could have thought it gave them success and 
good luck for hunting or marked a special place where they 
could access the spirit world. It could have been like a diary 
of what they saw around them, or to share ideas with each 
other. What do you think? 
 
Make your own! 
 
1. Make your cave! Stick 

brown or black paper 
onto a wall or the 
underside of a table 

2. Gather your colours! Try 
pencils, crayons or paints 
in red, black, and yellow 

3. Time to paint! Try painting 
animals or people 

 
Make sure you get an adult to help you! 

 
Find out more… 
 
• Cave Art 101 | https://youtu.be/ZjejoT1gFOc 
• Creswell Crags | creswell-crags.org.uk 
• TedEd 360 video | https://youtu.be/CX4KuIBmnjI 

Carving of a stag at 
Creswell Crags in 

Derbyshire © Sergio Ripoli 
 


