
Prehistoric Coil Pots 
 

What are coil pots? 
 
Pottery vessels were made out of long rolls of clay that were 
placed on top of each other to make a pot shape. They were 
then ‘fired’, or heated, in a hearth or bonfire to make them 
solid. Coil pots were used for holding or storing food, as well 
as being placed in graves. 
 
They were made in Britain from the Neolithic period to the 
Iron Age period, from about 4000 BC to 100 BC, along with 
other kinds of handmade pottery. Wheel-thrown pottery first 
appeared in Britain around 100BC, just before the arrival of 
the Romans.  
 
What did they look like? 
 
Pots could be shaped lots of different 
ways. Some of the most common are jars, 
bowls, and cups. A special kind of Bronze 
Age pot is called a Beaker: lots of these 
have been found near Sheffield. 
 
Once the pot was finished, the sides 
were smoothed down, using bone or 
wooden tools. They were then decorated  
with lines and wavy grooves in unique patterns. The colour 
depended on the kind of clay used and how hot it was fired. 
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Make your own! 
 
1. Make a disc shape out of 

modelling clay or dough: this 
will be the base of the pot 

2. Make a rope of clay and wrap it 
around the outside of the base 

3.  Make another one and place it 
on top – keep building until you 
make a beaker! 

4. Time to decorate – use a stick to 
make grooves and patterns 
 

Make sure you get an adult to help you! 
 
Learn more… 
 
• English Heritage: How to Make Prehistoric Pottery | 

https://youtu.be/nrI1LJbKIvk 
• Prehistoric Pottery Project | collectionsprojects.org.uk 
• DigVentures Pottery Workshop (for grown-ups) | 

https://youtu.be/cGDWNaZA2c0 
 
A Neolithic pot from Liffs Low in 
Derbyshire; the indent around 
the middle might have been 
used to hang a rope around it to 
carry it  
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